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The first edition of Dungeons & Dragons came out in 1974, but the venerable tabletop game is still rolling along. Now in its 5th Edition, the various incarnations of the game have relied more on dice and statistics than some other competing RPGs that place a greater emphasis on DM/GM (Dungeon Master/Game Master) discretion and roleplaying and
less on random outcomes. Now, Wizards of the Coast is prepping a major release of three digital tools meant to improve game speed and streamline the experience.If you've ever actually played D&D or seen the Summoner video set to audio from the Dead Alewives, you're aware that the game (particularly its earlier incarnations) could be downright
lugubrious.If humans born in the 20th century want to leave a modern Rosetta Stone for future generations, to translate the English dialect of nerds born from the 1960s through the early 1980s, “Lemme see that sheet,” wouldn’t be a bad phrase to start with. I have memories of debating which elements a red dragon’s breath weapon would and
would not melt, during a long car trip with two hapless teachers and a couple of high school classmates who emphatically did not play the game, that will haunt me for the rest of my days. What can I say? I wasn’t just cool in high school — I was super cool.Calculating the area of effect of a compressed fireball, considering the implications of various
simultaneous spell effects, and arguing over whether I should have to cast a Wish spell to bring a fellow player back from the dead after he self-immolated were all interesting ways to learn about physics, chemistry, and the fundamental unfairness of life. But they also involved a lot of arguing and occasional consultation with source material far
removed from the AD&D 2nd Edition Player’s Handbook.Anyway, where was I? D&D Beyond consists of four tools. We’ll cover them ourselves, but there’s also a video if you prefer to watch the explanation. Three of these tools are currently in beta testing and are scheduled to launch on August 15.First, these toolsets will function as a cross-linked,
searchable encyclopedia of game information, including the core rulebooks: Player’s Handbook, Dungeon Master’s Guide, and Monstrous Manual. Moreover, this database will be searchable by metadata, with the implication that you won’t just be limited to searching by spell level or type, but can also look for spells that allow saving throws, affect the
target in particular ways, or possibly have different component requirements. In short, the goal was to build a database that would be useful to players, as opposed to checking off project goals on a list.Second, these new tools will allow players to build characters much more quickly and can be used to dynamically track things like hit points, saving
throw fails (or successes), and available spell slots. In some cases, tools like this can be used to keep players guessing about what will happen next — whenever a DM tells you to roll a check without knowing what it’s for, you still know something could happen. Giving the DM the power to roll that check themselves without informing you of the
outcome arguably allows for a more realistic result in which players don’t notice things they didn’t notice (as opposed to noticing that there was something they didn’t notice).Third, D&D Beyond will allow players to share their creations, including monsters, spells, races, classes, and magical items with each other, or integrate the rules into the
official material from Wizards of the Coast.Fourth, these tools will allow a DM to both access a player’s character sheets and share official content for them to make use of. Digital Trends, which has more details on how some of these functions will integrate with each other, uses the example of Volo’s Guide to Monsters. If a DM owns this book and
chooses to share it with the players that are taking part in his or her campaign, the players will have access to the book’s rules for creating new species without purchasing it for themselves. How many people and groups a DM can share content with simultaneously has not been disclosed.D&D Beyond isn’t the first attempt to digitize the D&D
universe and bring it into the 21st century. But it’s the largest and most comprehensive of any Wizards of the Coast effort to date. Some of these tools seem like they’d be real improvements to the current game, streamlining some rough patches and giving players more time for actual playing. 3-D printing is hot. No longer an industry secret, the
technology is transforming everything from medicine to home goods. With desktop models priced at about $2,000, more people are tinkering with consumer 3-D printing. The global market for additive manufacturing products and services in 2012 grew 28.6 percent to $2.2 billion, according to an annual report from Wohlers. Related: 3-D Printing
Startup MakerBot Acquired for $403 Million "We have yet to conceive what will happen," said Ed Morris, director of the National Additive Manufacturing Innovation Institute (NAMII). A host of 3-D printed products were on display at this year's RAPID conference in Pittsburgh, revealing what's possible. In additive manufacturing of metals, lasers are
used to weld metallic powder into structures. In other applications, spools of metal wires are beaded into shapes. No longer reliant on shapes that conventional machines stamp out, precision-casting companies can make complex shapes that previously weren't possible. Years from now, cars and other modes of transportation could be manufactured
more cheaply and more quickly and domestically via 3-D printing. General Electric recently announced a design contest in which participants create a 3-D-printable design for an aircraft engine bracket. See also: MakerBot's 3-D Printers Lead the Hardware Revolution HousewaresThe object is a functioning lamp made with 3-D printing. Unlike
traditional fabrication methods, additive technology allows for the custom creation of nonsolid, honey-comb like structures. You'll soon be able to design your own home goods. See also: Job Hunting Gifts for Grads ApparelFurnishings and fixtures are just the beginning. Why not print wearable designs? Morris of NAMII wore one of these bow ties at
RAPID. See also: Best Selling Games -- So Far imaterialise ShoesPierre Renaux, a student at the Royal Academy of Fashion in Antwerp, has unveiled a line of shoes, all made using 3-D printing. Fierce and fabulous. See also: 10 Cool American-Made Products ArtAndy Warhol's iconic Campbell soup can prints were just the beginning. As desktop 3-D
printers become increasingly affordable, expect more artists to experiment with them. "Tomato Paint Soup," from Emanuele Niri, was among the 3-D art pieces featured at Pittsburgh's Andy Warhol Museum. The show was sponsored by Belgian-based additive manufacturer i.materialise. Just as Warhol mass-produced art using silk-screening
techniques during the 1960s, so artists today can use 3-D printers. "I can imagine Warhol's Factory, today, packed with 3-D printers, printing his objects," show curator Murray Moss said. See also: More Ways 3-D Printing Will Blow Your Mind Free-form, precisely. Available now with SubD, Rhino.Inside.Revit, QuadRemesh, and more. Learn more, Try,
or Buy AddOn The Rhino Ecosystem The power of Rhino and Grasshopper in the Autodesk Revit® environment. Learn more... Auto Retopology Remesh to quad-dominant meshes from your surfaces, solids, meshes, or SubDs. Learn more... Gorgeous Work Improved working display modes and new presentation tools like Gradient Hatches, Denoisers,
PBR Materials, LayerBook, and more. Learn more... Less Pain, More Gain Mold Making Tools, Named Selections, Layout Management, Enhanced Text Fields, Grasshopper Player, Single-Line Fonts, and more. Learn more... Free-form, precisely. Available now with SubD, Rhino.Inside.Revit, QuadRemesh, and more. Learn more, Try, or Buy X
(CHINESE SIMPLIFIED) ENGLISH FRANGCAIS (FRENCH) DEUTSCH (GERMAN) H#:E (JAPANESE) PORTUGUES (PORTUGUESE) POLSKI (POLISH) PYCCKHI (RUSSIAN) ESPANOL (SPANISH) TURKGE (TURKISH) ITALIANO (ITALIAN) (KOREAN) Autodesk provides download and install instructions both for individuals and for administrators.
Individuals should sign into their Autodesk Account or education site. Find your product and click View Downloads. Select the version, platform, and language and then select a download method. For more information, visit the Autodesk Knowledge Network. Trial versions of Autodesk software offer the chance to explore the full capabilities of the
latest versions for a limited term (typically 30 days). To cancel a free trial, turn off automatic renewal before the trial period ends. If you were not required to enter a payment method at the start of the trial, it will expire automatically. If your trial expires, you cannot extend the trial period. For short-term needs, you can purchase a monthly
subscription and turn off automatic renewal (to limit the length of the paid subscription to one month only) or purchase Flex tokens for a flexible pay-as-you-go plan. Students and educators can get free one-year educational access to Autodesk products and services, renewable as long as you remain eligible. If you are a student or educator, you can
access free Revit software with an Autodesk Education plan.
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